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Definition

"information produced on all levels of gov-

ernment, academics, business and industry

in electronic and print formats not con-

trolled by commercial publishing 1.e. where

publishing is not the primary activity of the

producing body." —ICGL L uxembourg defini-

tion, 1997. Expanded in New York, 2004.
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University of Toronto Research Repository

Grey literature is an important source of information for research. It provides access to a broad range of information and

[ ]
often contains new ideas. Searching grey literature also offers the potential to balance any tendencies for publication bias W e b I O n g e V I ty

found in published literature. It helps introduce alternative perspectives that may not be represented in standard literature.

GreyNet International
Why keep current?

Policy Horizons Canada

¢ Good resources that help to monitor changes in a particular field

e |t is a way to |ocate experts in a field

e |s rapidly produced and also very current

¢ Information comes from industry and other non-academic institutions

e Covers current state of affairs and historical collections

¢ |s generated on various levels from international, state, province to municipality
¢ Includes unpublished research

Grey literature is notreadily available through conventional sources such as mainstream publishers and subscription
databases.
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