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Warburg Library, Hamburg, 1920s
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Morgan Library, New York
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Mordecai Richler’s Library, 

Concordia University, Montreal



“To judge by the will he left, there had 

been not a single book in 

Shakespeare’s house, not even the 

Bible, and yet everyone is familiar with 

the books he so often repaired to: 

Chaucer, Gower, Spenser, Christopher 

Marlowe, Holinshed’s Chronicle, 

Florio’s Montaigne, North’s Plutarch.”

Jorge Luis Borges, “Shakespeare’s Memory”



Susan Sontag’s 

Annotated Copy of

Finnegan’s Wake



Artist: 

Joanna 

Neborsky



Photo: Getty Images, The WH Smith bookstall at 

Charing Cross Station in London, circa 1924



Sample titles: Ted Hughes Library 
Emory Manuscript, Archive & Rare Book Library



“I would usually spend an hour or so, 
sitting with him in his crowded study…” 

W.G. Sebald, Austerlitz



Emory Catalogue Record: Sylvia 

Plath’s copy of Erich Fromm’s The Art 

of Loving



David Fennario’s Library







Negative space of library 

shelves 

Artist: Rachel Whiteread, “Untitled (Paperbacks)”, 1997 



Mordecai Richler’s stepladder



W.G. Sebald’s glasses

The Estate of W.G. Sebald, Deutsches Literaturarchiv Marbach



Francis Bacon’s Studio, 1998

Photo: Perry Ogden, The Francis Bacon Estate



Artist: Rachel Whiteread, Holocaust Memorial, Vienna (up close)



Rachel Whiteread’s Holocaust 

Memorial, Vienna



Holland House library after an 

air raid, London, 1940
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