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The Werther Effect





Sentimental Discourse
in 1,036 novels







Maron, Deborah’s Judgment



Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass (1891)



Topic Modeling the Novel



Topic Modeling the Novel



Topic 1 little, never, like, seem, even, great, moment, 
rome, see, however, know

Topic 2 greek, latin, scholar, learn, like, make, mind, 
young, now, see

Topic 3 nature, mind, thing, life, point, exist, person, 
every, live, consider

Topic 4 dance, ball, partner, young, look, room, time 
eye, party, girl

Topic 5 read, paper, book, study, newspaper, took, 
began, table, aloud, passage
[. . .]



Leben, ewig, Tod, Welt, Mensch, sterben, mehr, 
Seele, Erde, Geist, Gott, Ruhe, tief, Nacht, Himmel, 
Zeit, nie, Gedanke, Stille, sehen

life, eternal, death, world, man, die, more, soul, 
earth, spirit, God, rest, deep, night, heaven, time, 
never, thought, stillness, see
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From Goldstone and Underwood, “The Quiet Transformations of Literary Studies.”



From Goldstone and Underwood, “The Quiet Transformations of Literary Studies.”
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Authorial Communities
by community
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