Finding information onthe

Internet and in Journals

GEOL 440
Fall 2011



Internet Searching




Wh:a nad avallable . on the\WWeb

- Not everything that is available in
print Is available on the Internet

Becopyright, financial and human resources
needed to convert older material

. Not everything that is on the
Internet Is available for free

Bex.: electronic journals, databases



And whatisavat+ | abl e

. General nonstructured information
. Reference from collaborative sources

( )

. Statistics (Stat Can, other governments)

. Some open access journaisi( )
.- Some norscholarly publications

. Government documents
. Association and business publications
- Andé a | ot of Junk!


http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.findarticles.com/

Structured Document from: a database
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Title: Key deer fawn response to urbanization: Is sustainable development possible? -]

Source: Widlife Society Bulletin 32, no.2 (2004) p. 493-499
Additional Info: United States

Standard No: ISSN: 0091-7648
Language: English

Abstract: Assuming that a finite biosphere can support infinite development seems logically indefensible, yet the concept
of sustainable development has become a dominant conservation paradigm. The story of the endangered Florida
Key deer (Odocoileus virginianus clawvium) appears to support the legitimacy of sustainable development
because Key deer numbers have increased 240% since 1970 while at the same time human numbers in their
habitat increased nearly 10-fold. Because fawn mortality is considered the primary density-dependent factor
regulating cervid populations as they approach K-carrying capacity, we hypothesized that changes in fawn
demographics could elucidate the fallacy in assuming that development was sustainable on Big Pine Key. YWe
determined and compared survival and range sizes for Key deer fawns between 1968-1972 (early urban
development) and 19958-2002 (post-urban development). Fawn ranges (85% probability area, 149 to 33 ha) and
core areas (50% probahility area, 25 to B ha) decreased during this period of development while B-maonth sunival
increased (0.47 to 0.98). All fawn mortality was due to anthropogenic causes; the positive relationship between
fawn survival and development may be a function of isalating fawns from anthrapogenic mortality. If this is true,
the relationship is not sustainable because as ranges continue to shrink, they eventually will lack sufficient
resources to support a fawn.
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Example .of aweb-page
(not structured in‘fields):

Y E & P Environment Online - Netscape - 7] x|
File Edit VYiew Go Communicator Help
] Back Forward  Reload Home Search Metscape  Print Security Shop Stop m

b o

Zi “i‘t'Bookmarks ,ez, Location:A]‘htt.p:a’e"www.epeonline.coma’home.htm

Instant Message OED Staff page CNCteldir DART Connectto CLUE Concordia Unive

LI @' What's Fielated

Since 1990 £ & P Environment has been reporting every two

weeks on the environmental issues affecting the exploration and
production sector of the oil and gas industry. E&PE has kept its
readers on top of technological innovations and abreast of state
and federal laws and regulations impacting petroleum producers,

HOME

HIGHLIGHTS
_LIBRARY
_CALENDAR
_LINKS

ORDER DESK

CONTACT US Highlights -- Read the Highlights and summaries of staries from
the latest issue of E&PE.

Order Desk -- Access E&PE's Order Desk to order a subscription
and view subscription pricing information.

& == Document: Done = e &b AP E3] 2 |



Search-engines

- Built by computer robot programs ("spiders")
not by human selection!

BSources are therefore UNEVALUATEDDe ready
for some surprises!

- Index thefulltext (every word) of the web
pages they link to

Bsearch works by matching your keywords with
words appearing in those pages

- Huge and often retrieve a lot of information



How good -are:they.atifinding
the right info?

- All search engines have
limitations:

BNone covers the entire Internet

BThey do not index the contents of webased
databases

BYou cannot limit your search to meaningful
criteria such as document type

BYou cannot limit by quality of information
provi dedeé



Searchable.databases:or:the
« |Invisible Web»

- Invisible Web or Deep Web: pages that
cannot be found in search engines

- Why: search engines can only access sta
pages from the web not what is within a
database (like CLUES)

. Invisible Web Is estimated to offer two to
three times as many pages as the visible
web!




- GOOGLEAND

GOOGLE: SCHOLAR



Searchtipsin Google

- UseOR In uppercase

.0 woi | | retrieve o0e)»
- Limit to a domairsite:.gc.ca

- Usedefine: to find definitions

. Use theAdvanced Search


http://google.ca/

What about ?

- Indexesscholarlyresearch

BArticles,thesesbooks conference
proceedingspatents

BFrom publisherssocietiesuniversitiesetc.


http://scholar.google.com/
http://scholar.google.com/

Google Scholar

- Does not cover all publishers or journals in
a field

. Search functions are limited
. Most articles will not be available in fulltext

Bé except 1 f we subscr |
. S0 adjust the to look for articles
Il n Concordi ad0Os | our |

- Donot forget to use
(Geobase Web of SciencéCompendex


http://scholar.google.ca/scholar_preferences?hl=en&lr=&newwindow=1&output=search

Other Google search{ools

. Google Book Search
BYou can search the text or access TOC
BFulltext of classics available

. Google Image Search
- Google News
. Google Blog Search




Where should l-start?

. Check Li brari esodo wel
B

- Remember that big search engines are
not always the best place to start:

BTry academic subject guides, virtual reference
desks or websites of organizations in your field


http://library.concordia.ca/research/internet/searchinternet.php

Prepare your:search: strategy

- Does your topic hayv
BSynonyms
BEquivalent terms
BVariant spellings or endings?

- Try them all out when
searching

. Use precise terms - avoid very
broad concepts



Take -advantage’ of
all searchfeatures

- These features will vary from one
search engine to another: use the
help page

. Specify required/excluded terms:
+homer -simpsons

. Use phrase searching for precision:
ori sk management o



Take -advantage’ of
all searchfeatures

. Use truncation (when available):
Mexic* [Mexico, Mexican, Mexicans]

- Use field searching when
avallable:

title: cryptography



Donioter cfcalrng et t o
iInformation youfind!

- Why? Anyone can publish anything on the
Internet!

- Unlike books and journals, web resources
rarely have editors or faetheckers.

- What you get Is not necessarily good or
reliable and it is not necessarily of academic
level.



?_tjCheck the‘following:

Who is the author of this document? Is this person or
organization expert in the field?

Are the goals of the sponsors/authors clearly stated? Look for
possible bias.

Is this apeer-reviewed source? Is there any editorial control?
Is the publication or revisiodate provided?
Target audience :what is the level of information?

Are there links to other sources orfrom other resources, a
bibliography?

See Hddwsoasead O on our W


http://library.concordia.ca/help/howto/internethandout.html
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2 examples ofweb:pages

. EPA site on Climate Change
. A blog on Climate Change



http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/index.html
http://errortheory.blogspot.com/2008/02/global-warming-alarmists-knew-cooling.html

Citing Electronic:Sources

- How do | cite an Internet
document in my paper or
assignment?

- Examples of citation formats are
avall able on the

B Choose tcnder o0Qu
Li nkso



Your turn!

EXERCICES PART 1.
INTERNET RESEARCH



- Finding journadirticles

’b#

Journals



lmpartant!

. Periodical articles araot listed In
CLUES!

- You need to use databases to get
references to articles on a particular

topic.



Subject-coveragerof dndexes

- Some cover a broad range of
subjects

BEX.: Soclal Sciences Index

- Others are very specialized
BEX.: Toxline (toxicology)



Types-of-documents-covered

- Some indexes cover different types of
documents:

BPeriodical articles, theses, conference
proceedings, chapters in boolet¢c

. Others cover only one type:

BEX.: Canadian NewsstarttfoQuest
Dissertations & Theses



Search{eatures

- Searching principles are the same fromnr
one database to al

Bthe way you do the search may differ from
one product to another

. Help for a specific database Is always
available online (look for a Help or Tips
button)



How do | know
which database to-use?

. Guides:
B (library website)
B (hbrary
website)

. Ask at the Reference Desk!


http://library.concordia.ca/research/databases/
http://library.concordia.ca/research/subjects/geography/

Selected/databases for
environmental sciences
(Science Citation Index)
(multidisciplinary)
(biologyrelated fields)
(environmental sciences)

(chemistry and related fields)
(environmental engineering)


http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000268~S0
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000828~S0
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000127~S0
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000127~S0
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000127~S0
http://library.concordia.ca/research/databases/index.php?action=SeeInfo&RID=1063
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000317~S0
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000202~S0

Remote/Access =

. Avallable for most databases

. Restricted to Concordia students, faculty
and staff

- You will need your
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To connhect
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Find books, articles ...
£l what's New HowdoTI...
GLUES Library Gatalogue (Books 2 more)
Course Resarves + Use my laptop in the library
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Author Fund
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CLUES, our library catalogue, can help you find all
kinds of resources at Concordia: books, ebooks,
videos and more,

Researchers . . . .
oOnline Reference ({Dictionaries, Encyclopedias, & more)
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To connect...



