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Internet Searching 



Whatõs not  available on the Web 

·Not everything that is available in 
print  is available on the Internet  

Ɓcopyright, financial and human resources 
needed to convert older material 

·Not everything that is on the 
Internet is available for free  

Ɓex.: electronic journals, databases 



And what is availableé 

·General non-structured information 

·Reference from collaborative sources 

(Wikipedia) 

·Statistics (Stat Can, other governments) 

·Some open access journals (http://www.doaj.org/) 

·Some non-scholarly publications 

(www.findarticles.com) 

·Government documents 

·Association and business publications 

·Andé a lot of junk! 

 

http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.findarticles.com/


Structured Document from a database 



Example of a web page 

(not structured in fields): 



Search engines 

·Built by computer robot programs ("spiders") 

not by human selection! 

ƁSources are therefore UNEVALUATED ð be ready 

for some surprises! 

·Index the fulltext (every word) of the web 

pages they link to 

Ɓsearch works by matching your keywords with 

words appearing in those pages 

·Huge and often retrieve a lot of information 



How good are they at finding  

the right info? 

·All search engines have 
limitations:  

ƁNone covers the entire Internet 

ƁThey do not index the contents of web-based 
databases  

ƁYou cannot limit your search to meaningful 
criteria such as document type 

ƁYou cannot limit by quality of information 
providedé 

 



Searchable databases or the 

« Invisible Web » 

·Invisible Web or Deep Web: pages that 

cannot be found in search engines  

·Why: search engines can only access stable 

pages from the web not what is within a 

database (like CLUES) 

·Invisible Web is estimated to offer two to 

three times as many pages as the visible 

web! 



GOOGLE AND  
GOOGLE  SCHOLAR  



Search tips in 

·Use OR in uppercase 

·ò ó will retrieve òexact phrasesó 

·Limit to a domain site:.gc.ca 

·Use define : to find definitions 

·Use the Advanced Search 

http://google.ca/


What about Google Scholar? 

·Indexes scholarly research 

ƁArticles, theses, books, conference 

proceedings, patents 

ƁFrom publishers, societies, universities, etc. 

http://scholar.google.com/
http://scholar.google.com/


Google Scholar 

·Does not cover all publishers or journals in 

a field  

·Search functions are limited 

·Most articles will not be available in fulltext 

Ɓé except if we subscribe to them! 

·So adjust the preferences to look for articles 

in Concordiaõs journal collection 

·Donõt forget to use bibliographic databases 

(Geobase,  Web of Science, Compendex) 

 

 

http://scholar.google.ca/scholar_preferences?hl=en&lr=&newwindow=1&output=search


Other Google search tools 

·Google Book Search 

ƁYou can search the text or access TOC 

ƁFulltext of classics available 

·Google Image Search 

·Google News 

·Google Blog Search 



Where should I start? 

·Check Librariesõ website:  

ƁSearch the Internet 

·Remember that big search engines are 

not always the best place to start:  

ƁTry academic subject guides, virtual reference 

desks or websites of organizations in your field 

http://library.concordia.ca/research/internet/searchinternet.php


Prepare your search strategy 

·Does your topic haveé 

ƁSynonyms 

ƁEquivalent terms 

ƁVariant spellings or endings? 

·Try them all out when 
searching 

·Use precise terms - avoid very 
broad concepts  



Take advantage of  

all search features 

·These features will vary from one 
search engine to another: use the 
help page 

·Specify required/excluded terms:  

+homer -simpsons 

·Use phrase searching for precision:  

òrisk managementó 



Take advantage of  

all search features 

·Use truncation (when available):  

Mexic* [Mexico, Mexican, Mexicans] 

·Use field searching when 

available: 

title: cryptography 



Donõt forget to evaluate the 

information you find! 

·Why? Anyone can publish anything on the 
Internet!  

·Unlike books and journals, web resources 
rarely have editors or fact-checkers. 

·What you get is not necessarily good or 
reliable and it is not necessarily of academic 
level.  



Check the following: 
· Who is the author  of this document? Is this person or 

organization expert in the field? 

· Are the goals of the sponsors/authors clearly stated? Look for 
possible bias. 

· Is this a peer-reviewed  source? Is there any editorial control? 

· Is the publication or revision date  provided? 

· Target audience : what is the level of information? 

· Are there links  to other sources or from  other resources, a 
bibliography? 

· See also òHow to use the Web for researchó on our website 

 

http://library.concordia.ca/help/howto/internethandout.html


2 examples of web pages 

·EPA site on Climate Change 

·A blog on Climate Change 

http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/index.html
http://errortheory.blogspot.com/2008/02/global-warming-alarmists-knew-cooling.html


Citing Electronic Sources 

·How do I cite an Internet 
document in my paper or 
assignment? 

·Examples of citation formats are 
available on the Librariesõ website. 

Ɓ Choose Citation Guides under òQuick 
Linksó 



EXERCICES PART 1:  
INTERNET RESEARCH  

Your turn! 



Finding journal articles 



Important!  

·Periodical articles are not listed in 

CLUES!  

·You need to use databases to get 

references to articles on a particular 

topic. 



Subject coverage of indexes 

·Some cover a broad range of 

subjects 

ƁEx.: Social Sciences Index 

·Others are very specialized 

ƁEx.: Toxline (toxicology) 



Types of documents covered 

·Some indexes cover different types of 
documents: 

ƁPeriodical articles, theses, conference 
proceedings, chapters in books, etc 

·Others cover only one type: 

ƁEx.: Canadian Newsstand, ProQuest 
Dissertations & Theses 



Search features 

·Searching principles are the same from 
one database to another buté 

Ɓthe way you do the search may differ from 
one product to another  

·Help  for a specific database is always 
available online (look for a Help or Tips 
button) 



How do I know  

which database to use? 

·Guides: 

ƁDatabase Finder (library website) 

ƁGeography Subject Guide (library 
website) 

·Ask at the Reference Desk! 

http://library.concordia.ca/research/databases/
http://library.concordia.ca/research/subjects/geography/


Selected databases for 

environmental sciences 
·Web of Science (Science Citation Index) 

·Geobase (multidisciplinary) 

·Biosis Previews (biology-related fields) 

·GreenFILE (environmental sciences) 

·SciFinder 

(chemistry and related fields) 

·Compendex (environmental engineering) 

 

http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000268~S0
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000828~S0
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000127~S0
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000127~S0
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000127~S0
http://library.concordia.ca/research/databases/index.php?action=SeeInfo&RID=1063
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000317~S0
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000202~S0


Remote Access 

·Available for most databases  

·Restricted to Concordia students, faculty 
and staff 

·You will need your library PIN 



PIN and authentication 



To connect 



To connect... 


