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What are academic librarians’ and archivists’ conceptions of research?

How do those conceptions compare to previously studied conceptions of faculty 

and graduate students?



Literature on faculty conceptions of research

● Process of synthesizing 

● Social marketplace

● Process of discovering, 

uncovering

● Personal journey

(Brew 2001)

● Academic duty

● Personal achievement

● Route to personal 

understanding

● Impetus for change

(Åkerlind 2008)



Phenomenography: to investigate “the variation of conceptions related to a given 

phenomenon” (Cibangu and Hepworth 2016) 





Thinking primarily 

of your own 

experience as a 

researcher…

Thinking primarily about 

your understanding of the 

experience of the 

researchers you 

support…
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Six Conceptions of Research

1. Research is a shared, community experience

2. Research leads to learning and growth

3. Research is influenced by personal and professional experience

4. Research is a process involving interrelated components

5. Research involves refining and answering a question

6. Research by librarians and archivists is not “real” research

and

Librarians and archivists support research



Research by librarians and archivists

is not “real” research



Aspects of this conception

● How research is defined

● Librarian research / library science as disciplines

● Research structures and cultures

● Comparisons to faculty researchers

● Potential value of librarian/archivist research



My work doesn’t generate 

these moments, they’re 

generated some other way.



(Wilson 2013)

(Lacey and Parlette-Stewart 2017)



Librarians and archivists 

support research





I think librarian research is sort of complicated. 

We are research support, we are researchers 

ourselves, we are principal investigators, we 

collaborate with researchers, we do assessment 

and evaluation.



(Hicks 2014)

(Hill 1994)

(Pickton 2013)



Research by librarians and archivists is not “real” research.

Librarians and archivists support research.
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