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What are academic librarians’ and archivists’ conceptions of research?

How do those conceptions compare to previously studied conceptions of faculty
and graduate students?



Literature on faculty conceptions of research

e Process of synthesizing

e Social marketplace

e Process of discovering,
uncovering

e Personal journey

(Brew 2001)

Academic duty
Personal achievement
Route to personal
understanding
Impetus for change

(Akerlind 2008)



Phenomenography: to investigate “the variation of conceptions related to a given
phenomenon” (Cibangu and Hepworth 2016)

NSy

Subject
collective Researcher






Thinking primarily
of your own

experience as a
researcher...

Thinking primarily about N
your understanding of the
experience of the
researchers you
support...

/




RESEMCH CHCLE

(St e

QTR A

ECOZYsTEM



Erin
Drayton X -
Blyth Listowel 4 Bral University of
asborough El Toronto (
Atwood A el T .
Halton Hills oronto
Huron East
n (s)
: Mississauga Ryerson
Milverton — - Uni .
) St Jacehs | Wilfrid Laurier niversity
92 University Milton
Mitchell University ¥ Oakville
s all of Waterloo | Kitchener <
New Hambur
-xeter Siatlord - Cambridge
1 Huron O Burlington
S EINE Hamilton Nia
Innerki
y Grimsby
: 119 : '
raig i t. Catharin
Woodstock Brantford Lincoln
Uni o of o N
nlverS|ty (0] aleaonia m
9 Western Ontario L L)
London = Norwich Welland
Komoka Hagersville Cayuga .
- Waterford Wainfleet
G 02 NG Port Colborr
Tillsonbura N @



Six Conceptions of Research

1. Research is a shared, community experience

2. Research leads to learning and growth

3. Research is influenced by personal and professional experience

4. Research is a process involving interrelated components

5. Research involves refining and answering a question

6. Research by librarians and archivists is not “real” research
and

Librarians and archivists support research



Research by librarians and archivists
IS not “real” research



Aspects of this conception

How research is defined

Librarian research / library science as disciplines
Research structures and cultures

Comparisons to faculty researchers

Potential value of librarian/archivist research




My work doesn’t generate

these moments, they're

generated some other way.




. i b The Shady Librarian .
The Perceived Legitimacy of the Role e @throwing shayde (_rotlow )

Today is a huge Imposter Syndrome day.

Are practitioner-researchers “real” I'm trying to finish up this proposal to a
researchers? A prominent complaint about conference but simultaneously feeling
some publications in librarianship is that there like no one wants to hear what | have to

say. I'm just a librarian.

11:47 AM - 6 Mar 2019

are very many cases of the “how we done it
good” papers: authors engage in superficial

(Wllson 2013) 5 Retweets 74 Likes ebeeﬂ ﬁo‘@“

Another key contribution to my experiences of IS is the expectation to conduct research.
| have struggled with what it means to be a librarian doing research in higher education.
What really makes someone a researcher? | know that there are varying levels of
confidence in the research skills of librarians, and | feel a sense of being unsure and
uncertain of my own skills. Participating in the Canadian Association of Research

(Lacey and Parlette-Stewart 2017)



Librarians and archivists
support research
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| think librarian research is sort of complicated.
We are research support, we are researchers
ourselves, we are principal investigators, we
collaborate with researchers, we do assessment
and evaluation. Y




Service repertoire

The service repertoire was found in the text and speech of librarians throughout
the dara set. Service, broadly defined, was often considered to be the essence of
librarianship. Service included activities such as public services (for instance, ref-
erence, instruction, and reader’s advisory), technology services (from helping peo-
ple with e-readers to providing public-access computers), the organization of

(Hicks 2014)

3. Librarianship is a service profes-
sion. The ethical basis and values of
librarianship are derived from its inherent
service orientation. Librarians serve users
of their own and other libraries, their par-
ent institutions, and the discipline.

(Hill 1994) Supporting research by becoming a researcher: how librarians can
use their own research experience to benefit library users

Academic librarians support researchers every day. Whether it is an
undergraduate researching for a dissertation, a research student writing a
proposal for a doctoral project, or a senior professor producing an article for a
high impact journal, we are regularly invited to support the research process in a

Ititude of ] i
multitude of ways (PIthOn 2013)



Research by librarians and archivists is not “real” research.

Librarians and archivists support research.



Forthcoming paper:

Doucette, Lise and Kristin Hoffmann. 2019. “Conceptions of Research Among
Academic Librarians and Archivists.” Canadian Journal of Academic
Librarianship. https://www.cjal.ca
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