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Le Collège Sainte-Marie, plan du P. Félix Martin.



Introduction

“No sooner had [Félix Martin, S.J.] touched 

down in Canada, did he set out in search of 

every souvenir and document relating to 

the history of the Society of Jesus in 

Canada.”

Arthur Melançon, S.J., speaking at  the 

Société historique de Montréal (1919)

Félix Martin, S.J. (1804-1886)



Part I: The Jesuits in New France

Mgr. Bourget, Bishop of Montreal

Le Collège Sainte-Marie. Croquis par le P. Félix 
Martin. GLC BO-47-1.18.



The Collection des archives du Collège Sainte-Marie

Created in the 1840s 
alongside the foundation of 
the Collège Sainte-Marie

Repository of documents 

and intellectual structure 

that sought to make the 

connection with the pre-

suppression Jesuits in New 

France Collège Sainte-Marie, Le Jardin des Pères.

C-1.S4.SS2.D6.3



Creating the CACSM Catalogue

Arthur Melançon, S.J. (1879-1941)



Part II:

Knowledge-building in the CACSM Catalogue



From Exhibition to Catalogue

1904 Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition

“ [ …] to make people 
talk about 
missionaries, to 
spread knowledge of 
them among the 
American people”

Jones (1919)

Arthur E. Jones, S.J.



Land and Indigenous Sovereignty

Q-1.1001-1002



518. Changement proposé des Sauvages Iroquois de la Mis- 1716

sion du Sault-St-Louis. Arrêté du Conseil de Ma-

rine 1 avril 1716. 2e Propriété des terres. 

1717-18

Q-1.518



1756. Traité - Amherstburg 20 Septemb. 

1836

Les Hurons cèdent au gouvernement une partie des terres de 

leur réserve.

Q-1.1756



215 Remarques sur des terres cédées aux Sauvages de Sillery

par le P. Jérome Lalemont. Autographe & signature 1650

Q-1.215



Q-1.1600-1605

Nicolas Point, S.J. (1799-1898)



Part III: The Many Afterlives of the CACSM Catalogue

● Creation of index cards from the 1950s to 1990s

● Cards divided by individual, location, subject



Q-1.215



Q-1.4013



Conclusion

What should be done with catalogues whose structures are 
reproduced without critical inquiry in other archival 
infrastructures?

How can we avoid perpetuating the harms of the catalogue 
and its iterations?

Is it possible to study or use the catalogue and refuse to 
reactivate or perpetuate settler colonial infrastructures?
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Thank you!

Merci!

Questions?

Henria Aton henria.aton@mail.utoronto.ca

François Dansereau fdansereau@jesuites.org

Kate Nugent kate.evelyne@gmail.com
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