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About the presenter

Kevin Manuel, MA Sociology, MLIS Western

Toronto Metropolitan University Libraries for 15 years

LGBTQ+ Studies Librarian 

Advised Statistics Canada to add gender identity (2021) 
and sexual orientation to the Census (2026)

15 year member of IASSIST (International Association for 
Social Science Information Service and Technology)

Chair of the IASSIST LGBTQ+ Data Group 



Background? 
http://iassistdata.org/community/diversity-equity-and-inclusion-data-resources/





Why create an international LGBTQ+ data guide? 

A centralized online resource for international LGBTQ+ data is essential for 
transforming lived experiences into measurable progress. By filling "data voids," 
these resources provide the evidence necessary to challenge discriminatory laws 
and advocate for human rights.

Moreover, data drives strategic resource allocation. It allows researchers and 
policy makers to identify high-risk zones and support overlooked subgroups, such 
as intersex individuals or LGBTQ+ youth. Ultimately, highlighting this information 
grants visibility to populations often erased by national censuses, empowering 
activists to turn statistics into a global toolkit for equity, safety, and legislative 
change.



Scope of the guide

The LGBTQ+ Data guide is intended to help find: 

(a) primary and secondary data and datasets 
documenting sexual and gender minority groups 
(LGBTQ+ people) lived experience and 
contributions internationally, as well as inequities, 
prejudice, bias and discrimination 

(b) tools, articles, and rubrics for building anti-bias, 
anti-discrimination, inclusion and equity into the 
process of working with data across the 
data-research lifecycle.



Scope of the guide

The source coverage includes surveys, studies, projects, experiments, and community data that 
include, are generated by or about:

● Socio-economic, health and demographics data about sexual and gender minority groups, 
including gender identity, sexual behavior, and sexual orientation

● Opinions, attitudes, knowledge, behavior, and practice about or toward homosexuality or 
sexual and minority groups. 

● Stigma and perception and experience of discrimination, bias, hate, prejudice among 
sexual and gender minority groups. 

● Data about or on issues that affect the socio-economic, civil, political, and development 
outcomes (family, education, health, housing, etc) of sexual and gender minority groups.

● Sexual and gender minority groups related respondents, researchers or organizations
● Data on laws and regulations that protect or discriminate against sexual and gender 

minority groups
● Sexual and gender minority group movements and contributions



Workflow of the group

● Monthly meetings since September 2023

● 14 members from 5 countries

● Decided scope and search strategy

● Developed spreadsheet with content - considered 

to be a living document

● Members volunteered to locate specific regions or 

topics for data sources

● Determined metadata standards for classification



DataSet: 2SLGBTQ+ Population in Canada 

Statistics Canada (2023). Canada at a 
Glance.2SLGBTQ+ Population in 
Canada. 



Data Set: The EU LGBTI II Survey Data Explorer

European Union Agency for Fundamental Human Rights. 
(2019). EU LGBTI II Survey Data Explorer. 



Report: LGBT+ Rights & Issues in the Middle East

House of Commons Library. (2022). 
LGBT+ Rights and Issues in the Middle 
East. 



Report: Pride around the World

● Pride is a vital expression of the rights to 
freedom of expression and assembly

● Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
intersex, and queer (LGBTIQ) 
populations use Pride to protest unjust 
laws, celebrate progress, and enhance 
visibility.



Compiling the data resources

LGBTQ+ acrnonym was selected based on 
Human Rights Campaign glossary of terms

Data sources were entered into Google Sheets 
according to categories and classifications that 
had been selected

Used United Nations geographic categories

Controlled vocabularies were selected for types 
of resources

https://www.hrc.org/resources/glossary-of-terms
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/methodology/m49/


















Shiny application for data discovery

Shiny is an open-source framework for building interactive web applications 
directly from R (and now Python). It allows data scientists to create professional 
dashboards and data visualizations without requiring deep knowledge of HTML, 
CSS, or JavaScript. Applications rely on a reactive backend that updates results 
instantly as users adjust inputs.

Accessing the spreadsheet created by the group, the IASSIST Representation in 
Data Explorer is an interactive tool for discovering resources, featuring 183 entries 
across global regions and types like datasets and reports. 













Have LGBTQ+ data resources to suggest?

Please enter on form   

● Resources type (choose)
● Title or person name
● URL/DOI
● Description 
● Name and Email (if interested in volunteering)

Website will be available June 2026

https://forms.gle/7mo19ZwnfYFWCAys6


Thanks for attending!
Any questions?

Kevin Manuel, 

IASSIST LGBTQ+ Subgroup Chair

kevin.manuel@torontomu.ca

mailto:kevin.manuel@torontomu.ca

