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Developing a personal digital 
archiving guide!

Or how I wanted to build my own family digital archive 
& couldn’t find answers to my questions so maybe 

there needs be a guide to personal digital archiving !

Sarah Severson!
McGill University Library!



over !
1000 !
postcards !
600 
photographs!
1 envelope!
so far!



share and preserve!



capturing notes!



telling stories!



Personal Digital Archiving!





Frameworks!

Archive of feelings!
Micro-histories!
Small data!
Collaborative & community repositories!
Activist & radical archiving practices!



http://archiveguide.witness.org/!



METADATA   IS !
A  LOVE  NOTE 

TO  THE 
FUTURE!

- Jason Scott ‏@textfiles!



Picasa!



Picasa!



http://regex.info/exif.cgi!

Embedded !



Flickr!



“Family photos are discrete items but 
family stories are not. Sometimes you 
end up with metadata with no data.” !
- Pekka Uotila!



WordPress!



Next steps!



  pinboard.in/u:sarah0s/t:personal_digital_archiving/!

sarah.severson@mcgill.ca!

Questions?!


