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Warm-up Questions
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o What are OER?

o Why OER?

o What about Quality? 

o Open licensing 

o The OER Project @ Concordia

Overview 
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What are OER? 
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Open Educational Resources (OER) 

are teaching, learning and research 

materials in any medium – digital or 

otherwise – that reside in the public 

domain or have been released under 

an open license that permits no-cost 

access, use, adaptation and 

redistribution by others with no or 

limited restrictions.

UNESCO 

Definition

UNESCO, Open Educational Resources (OER), https://en.unesco.org/themes/building-knowledge-societies/oer

https://en.unesco.org/themes/building-knowledge-societies/oer


A Simpler 

Definition

Nicole Allen, #OER17: Communicating "Open“, CC BY, https://www.slideshare.net/txtbks/oer17-communicating-open

Open
Educational     
Resources

Free

Permissions

No Cost
No Barriers

DownloadShare Adapt

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.slideshare.net/txtbks/oer17-communicating-open
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OER come in many types

Textbooks

Question Banks

Videos Audio

Syllabi

Courses

Simulations

AssessmentsCurricula

Icons created using Noun Project 



Alexander Holmes, Barbara Illowsky, & Susan Dean, Introductory Business Statistics, CC BY,  https://openstax.org/details/books/introductory-business-statistics

OER can be accessed in many ways

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://openstax.org/details/books/introductory-business-statistics


Business Faculty from Ontario Colleges and eCampusOntario Program Managers, Fundamentals of Business: Canadian Edition, CC BY NC SA, https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/businessfuncdn/

OER can be accessed in many ways

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/ca/
https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/businessfuncdn/


Make and own copies
Retain

Use in a wide range of ways
Reuse

Adapt, adjust, or modify
Revise

Combine with other content
Remix

Share with others
Redistribute

David Wiley, Defining the "Open" in Open Content and Open Educational Resources, https://opencontent.org/definition/
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https://opencontent.org/definition/


OER in the Open Ecosystem

Open Access

Open Source

Open Data

Open Science

Open Scholarship

…



OER Development 
in Canada

BCcampus, BCcampus OpenEd, CC BY, https://open.bccampus.ca/

ecampusOntario, Open Library, CC BY NC SA, https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://open.bccampus.ca/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/ca/
https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/


Why OER? 
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Benefits of OER

Photo by John Schnobrich, public domain, https://unsplash.com/photos/2FPjlAyMQTA

Icons created using Noun Project 

Significant cost savings  

https://unsplash.com/photos/2FPjlAyMQTA


How it feels like 
to be a student 

Slugbooks/Chibird, “So ready for college!”, CC BY NC, https://blog.slugbooks.com/post/71877941816/so-ready-for-college

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://blog.slugbooks.com/post/71877941816/so-ready-for-college


Mark Perry, Chart of the day: The astronomical rise in college textbook prices vs. consumer prices and recreational books,,http://www.aei.org/publication/chart-of-the-day-the-astronomical-rise-in-college-textbook-prices-vs-consumer-prices-and-
recreational-books/

The Astronomical 
Rise in Textbook 
Prices (1998 – 2016)

http://www.aei.org/publication/chart-of-the-day-the-astronomical-rise-in-college-textbook-prices-vs-consumer-prices-and-recreational-books/


Benefits of OER
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Icons created using Noun Project 

Equity of access for all with no 
restrictions

Significant cost savings  

https://unsplash.com/photos/2FPjlAyMQTA


Martin H. et al., University of Guelph Student Textbook Survey, https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/news/student-textbook-survey

Hoceva C., Challenges and opportunities: Open Educational Resources (OERs) at McGill University, https://www.edsurge.com/news/2019-07-15-pearson-signals-major-shift-from-print-by-making-all-textbook-updates-digital-first

When textbooks get too 

expensive…

https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/news/student-textbook-survey
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2019-07-15-pearson-signals-major-shift-from-print-by-making-all-textbook-updates-digital-first


Tony Wan, Pearson signals major shift from print by making all textbook updates “digital first”, https://www.edsurge.com/news/2019-07-15-pearson-signals-major-shift-from-print-by-making-all-textbook-updates-digital-first

The case of “digital access” or “Inclusive access”

https://www.edsurge.com/news/2019-07-15-pearson-signals-major-shift-from-print-by-making-all-textbook-updates-digital-first


Benefits of OER

Photo by John Schnobrich, public domain, https://unsplash.com/photos/2FPjlAyMQTA

Easily customize course materials to 
suit local context and teaching needs

Icons created using Noun Project 

Equity of access for all, and can 
be kept forever

Significant cost savings  

https://unsplash.com/photos/2FPjlAyMQTA


William Little, Introduction to Sociology – 2nd Canadian Edition, CC BY,,https://opentextbc.ca/introductiontosociology2ndedition/

Customize to 
suit local need

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://opentextbc.ca/introductiontosociology2ndedition/


Benefits of OER

Photo by John Schnobrich, public domain, https://unsplash.com/photos/2FPjlAyMQTA

Easily customize course materials to 
suit local context and teaching needs

Icons created using Noun Project 

Equity of access for all, and can 
be kept forever

Positive impact on learning 
experience and academic success

Significant cost savings  

https://unsplash.com/photos/2FPjlAyMQTA


Impact on student efficacy and user perceptions

John HiltonIII, Open educational resources and college textbook choices: a review of research on efficacy and perceptions, https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11423-016-9434-9

John HiltonIII, Open educational resources, student efficacy, and user perceptions: a synthesis of research published between 2015 and 2018, https://doi.org/10.1007/s11423-019-09700-4

• Students achieve the same or better learning 

outcomes when using OER 

• A positive experience and would do so again

• OER are of equal or higher quality as 

commercial textbooks 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11423-016-9434-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11423-019-09700-4


What about Quality? 
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Photo by clement127, Free hugs, CC BY NC ND 2.0, https://flic.kr/p/mPfc3f

Free = low quality?

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://flic.kr/p/mPfc3f


OpenStax, Calculus Volume 1, CC BY NC SA, https://openstax.org/details/books/calculus-volume-1

• Written by professional content developers 

who are experts in their fields

• OpenStax textbooks undergo a rigorous 

peer review process before publication

• Updates are made regularly to ensure 

content accuracy and currency 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://openstax.org/details/books/calculus-volume-1


Bates, A. W., Teaching in a digital age, CC BY NC, https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=da50f5f1-bbc6-481e-a359-e73007c66932&contributor=&keyword=&subject=

BCcampus, Review an open textbook, CC BY. https://open.bccampus.ca/use-open-textbooks/review-an-open-textbook/

• An open peer review process that happens 

post-publication

• Reviewers have to be faculty with teaching 

experience in the subject

• Each review has to be approved for 

completeness and comprehensiveness

• An honorarium of $250 for the reviewer 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=da50f5f1-bbc6-481e-a359-e73007c66932&contributor=&keyword=&subject=
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://open.bccampus.ca/use-open-textbooks/review-an-open-textbook/


Open Licensing
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Creative Commons 
Licenses

Foter, How To Attribute Creative Commons Photos, CC BY SA, https://foter.com/blog/how-to-attribute-creative-commons-photos/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://foter.com/blog/how-to-attribute-creative-commons-photos/


Attribution 
vs
Citation

Doyle, G. R., & McCutcheon, J. A. (2015). Clinical Procedures for Safer Patient 
Care. Victoria, BC: BCcampus. Retrieved from https://opentextbc.ca/clinicalskills/.

This books is an adaptation of Clinical Procedures for Safer Patient Care by 
Glynda Rees Doyle and Jodie Anita McCutcheon, and is used under a Creative 
Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

Citation Attribution

Reference to a book Duplicate a book (with permission)

Quote or paraphrase Adapt and revise (with permission)

In-text citations, a reference 
list

Attribution statements, a copyright 
notice page 

Avoid plagiarism Avoid copyright infringement 

Lauri Aesoph, Citation vs Attribution, CC BY, https://opentextbc.ca/selfpublishguide/chapter/citation-vs-attribution/

https://opentextbc.ca/clinicalskills/
https://opentextbc.ca/clinicalskills/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://opentextbc.ca/selfpublishguide/chapter/citation-vs-attribution/


Attribution – Giving 
permissions 

Edward Herman & Gilbert Strang, Calculus Volume 3, CC BY NC SA, https://d3bxy9euw4e147.cloudfront.net/oscms-prodcms/media/documents/CalculusVolume3-OP_RefsBSp.pdf

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/ca/
https://d3bxy9euw4e147.cloudfront.net/oscms-prodcms/media/documents/CalculusVolume3-OP_RefsBSp.pdf


Attribution-
Adapting/Customizing

Abbey Elder, The OER Starter Kit, CC BY, https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/


The OER Project @ 

Concordia University 
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Digital Strategy – 8 Projects

Concordia Hub

Teaching and Learning 
Innovation Lab

Process Review and 
Service Redesign

Course Recordings

Open Educational 
Resources

AR, VR, and Simulations

Orientation Digital Capabilities

Concordia University, Digital Strategy, Projects, https://www.concordia.ca/next-gen/digital-strategy/projects.html

https://www.concordia.ca/next-gen/digital-strategy/projects.html


The 1st year 

OutreachExperimentation

Recommendation

Exploration



OER Grants  

Journalism
(create)

Education
(create)

Health
(customize)

Engineering
(create)

4 Grants Awarded 
To adopt, customize, or 

create an open textbook



OER Grants  
2nd round

Adopt or customize 
projects in this round

Date Event 

Mid-October, 2019 Call for proposals

November 18, 2019 Application deadline

December 6, 2019 Result announcement 



THANK YOU

Chloe Lei, OER Librarian

514-848-3717 ext. 7090

chloe.lei@concordia.ca

https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/oer

oer@concordia.caor

mailto:chloe.lei@concordia.ca
https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/oer
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