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“...enables sharing and reuse 
of creativity and knowledge 
through the provision of free 
legal tools...”

 Licences and projects

 Global

 Non-profit

 2001

Alternative to “all rights reserved”

1.4 billion works licensed (2017)
stateof.creativecommons.org

www.creativecommons.org
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https://stateof.creativecommons.org/
https://www.creativecommons.org/


“Open access [OA] is a publishing and distribution model 
that makes scholarly research literature—much of which is 
funded by taxpayers around the world—freely available to 
the public online, without restrictions.” (Open Society Foundations)

Budapest Open Access Initiative in 
2001 wanted to use the Internet 
for the public good of spreading 
research knowledge and removing 
barriers to access.
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https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/explainers/what-open-access
https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/


Who in the world cannot access research? 

Impact on the research lifecycle and society?

Open Access (OA) books & articles have a citation advantage!
• Every year on average, there are around 30,000 chapters downloaded from OA 

books – 7x more than non-OA books!

• Studies in many fields show that citation counts increase between 50% to 250% 
for OA journal articles! 

www.openaccessweek.org

See the Project Muse Equity in Open Knowledge 
Bibliography, created for OA Week 2019
https://about.muse.jhu.edu/muse/open-access-bibliography

http://www.openaccessweek.org/
https://about.muse.jhu.edu/muse/open-access-bibliography/


Some background on copyright ©

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Increase the public commons of cultural, educational, scientific works.

Other resources: 
paywallthemovie.com  stream it from https://clues.concordia.ca/record=b3595281

Citation advantage for OA articles
https://sparceurope.org/what-we-do/open-access/sparc-europe-open-access-resources/open-access-citation-advantage-service-oaca/

OA book citation advantage
Christina Emery et al., “The OA Effect: How Does Open Access Affect the Usage of Scholarly Books?,” White paper (Springer Nature, November 2017), https://media.springernature.com/full/springer-cms/rest/v1/content/15176744/data/v3.





Photo by Christoph Braun (public domain)

Statute of Queen Anne

• British Parliament Copyright Act

• 14 years

• 1 renewal

• dead upon death



“Tombstone” by Anbileru Adaleru from the Noun Project  is 
licensed under CC BY 4.0 / 50 years derivative text Joshua 
Chalifour

• Canadian Copyright Act

• 1924, 1985, June 2019 (revised) 

• Berne Convention for the 
Protection of Literary and 
Artistic Works (WIPO)

• Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
does not limit copyright term

• No need to apply

• Covers expression

• Changes coming?

https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=tombstone&creator=655313&i=222752
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/c-42/
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/text/283698


Book by 2007 ruli from the Noun Project
painting by Smalllike from the Noun Project
stage by Hea Poh Lin from the Noun Project
Music by i cons from the Noun Project
programming by Becris from the Noun Project
music soundtrack by Vectors Point from the Noun Project
All images under a CC BY 3.0 licence

NB: © is not for 
things like 

inventions. Look to 
patents or 

industrial design 
rights for 

intellectual works 
not covered by 

copyright.

https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=book&i=1183859
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=painting&i=1971570
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=drama&i=589714
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=music&i=2112023
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=programming&i=2475110
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=recording&i=2705314
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/us/legalcode


Hugo spent months contemplating plot and character development. His 
masterwork of canine creativity deserves recognition!

Incentive
&

Attribution

Photo of Hugo typing a novel, © 2018 by Joshua Chalifour licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0
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Artistic
Dramatic works
Musical works (including computer programs)
Subject-matter known as performer's performances
Sound recordings 
Communication signals

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Students need to copy a chapter from my book?

Fair 
Dealing

Photo of Hugo thinking about his novel, © 2018 by Joshua Chalifour licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/c-42/page-9.html#h-103270
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Search techniques & sources 
for CC works



1. Look at familiar sources

2. Use a specialized search

3. Academic repositories and journals

4. OA finder tools



Enciklopedija ili znanje svijeta svetih i svjetovnih struka by Pavao Skalić is licensed 
under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International

show more

show more

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pavao_Skali%C4%87;_Enciklopedija_ili_znanje_svijeta_svetih_i_svjetovnih_struka_(1559).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


Creative Commons Search
https://search.creativecommons.org

Qwant image search w/License filter
https://www.qwant.com

Google image search with Usage Rights filter 
https://www.google.ca/imghp

https://search.creativecommons.org/
https://www.qwant.com/
https://www.google.ca/imghp


Concordia Library Spectrum OA Research Repository
https://spectrum.library.concordia.ca

Zenodo (repository for all kinds of academic work)
https://zenodo.org

OSF pre-print repositories (Open Science 
Framework—but multi-disciplinary) 
https://osf.io/preprints/

https://spectrum.library.concordia.ca/
https://zenodo.org/
https://osf.io/preprints/


Dataverse for finding datasets
https://dataverse.org

Directory of OA Books
https://www.doabooks.org

Open Educational Resources
https://www.oercommons.org

Open Access Button for finding articles
https://openaccessbutton.org

Sherpa/RoMEO for finding journals
https://sherpa.ac.uk/romeo

Directory of OA Repositories
http://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar Find more on the Concordia Library website, go to:

Research Support → Open access → Finding open access content

https://dataverse.org/
https://www.doabooks.org/
https://www.oercommons.org/
https://openaccessbutton.org/
https://sherpa.ac.uk/romeo
http://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar
https://library.concordia.ca/research/open-access/open-access-content.php


Look for any of the following indications:

• conditions (e.g. CC BY-SA or Attribution ShareAlike)

• a hyperlink to the licence

• the “Creative Commons” name

• the CC logo

• CC licence button, e.g.:



1. Use the tools to find 3 CC-
licensed works.

2. Save them to your computer

3. Write down the title, author, 
licence attributes, & URLs for 
each.

This work “Have some free culture meme” is a derivative of AlpacaFriends & 
Show Alpaca by Willitrun used under CC BY-NC 2.0 and Super shmancy yogurt
by Amit Gupta under CC BY-NC 2.0. It is licensed under CC BY-NC by Joshua 
Chalifour

Some URLs to remind you: 
https://search.creativecommons.org
https://www.flickr.com
https://www.musee-mccord.qc.ca
https://commons.wikimedia.org
https://www.qwant.com
https://www.google.ca

https://www.flickr.com/photos/canreadme/11728408/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/canreadme/11728407/in/photostream/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/superamit/2474196388/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://kapwi.ng/c/QMddhmgz


CC licences function on top of copyright



giant by Grégory Montigny from the Noun Project under a CC 
BY 3.0 licence, derivative by Joshua Chalifour 

https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=giant&i=1974738
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/us/legalcode


Creative Commons conditions icons available from 
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads

BY
NC

ND
SA

4 conditions 
combine into 
6 licences

Attribution

Non-Commercial

No Derivatives

Share Alike

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads


Creative Commons conditions icons available from 
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads


Creative Commons conditions icons available from 
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads

+
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Creative Commons conditions icons available from 
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads

+
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https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads


Creative Commons conditions icons available from 
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads

+
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CC BY-ND = Attribution NoDeriv
NB: There are situations where it is ok to share derivatives of ND works: fair dealing. CC works on top of copyright so it cannot take away permissions such as the fair dealing exception guaranteed by copyright.


https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads


Creative Commons conditions icons available from 
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads

+ +
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Creative Commons conditions icons available from 
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads

+ +
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Creative Commons icons available from 
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads

≠
public domain mark to 
identify works already 
in the public domain

CC0 = no rights 
reserved, for your 
own new works
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https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads


A) A team of epidemiologists has just completed new research on the 
spread of a deadly virus. They conclude that if the world acts on their 
research immediately it will prevent thousands of people from dying. 

BY-NC-SA vs. BY vs. CC0

B) A professor wrote an experimental, electronic novel about an AI 
researcher that devises a spooky new technique for machine learning. The 
e-book includes software code and the author hopes people will build on 
her code.

BY-ND vs. BY-SA

C) A team of ecologists are ready to publish their research about the effects 
of clear-cutting on British Columbia's Great Bear rainforest. Their dataset 
includes geospatial coordinates of sacred indigenous lands.

BY-ND vs. BY-NC vs. Other?

Why?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CC BY



Both show postage stamps, what’s the distinction?

Mail Letters Collage by Shelby Pizarro, CC BY-NC-ND 3.0Photo of a stamp collection, © 2018 by Joshua Chalifour, CC BY-SA 4.0

One is a collection One is an adaptation
(this image is a collage)
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http://sisterhoodofthemuse.blogspot.com/2017/09/are-you-hopeless-romantic.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/deed.en_US
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Adaptations can take many forms, for 
example a collage or making a film from a book. 

Remixing is a slightly more recent example as 
can be seen in the documentary Rip! A Remix 
Manifesto. The film shows how taking small 
pieces of existing music, manipulating them 
with a computer, and then using those to 
compose wholly new music is a form of 
adaptation. (hear the example at 2:10)

RiP: A Remix Manifesto by Brett Gaylor, CC BY-NC-SA 3.0

When a CC licence does not 
permit derivative works (ND), 
it means adaptations cannot 
be shared, not that they 
cannot be made.

https://www.brettgaylor.com/#/rip-a-remix-manifesto/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Sources retain their original licence, CC licence chart.
CC licence chart by Creative Commons

Some source licences conflict if you want to adapt/remix and share
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Adaptations seem to have a threshold of originality that varies a bit by jurisdiction. In these examples, existing works are made into something new, which cannot be identified as just a collection of existing works. 

The Creative Commons emphasizes contributing to the commons: sharing. Think of the rights with respect to the act of sharing.

https://creativecommons.org/faq/#can-i-combine-material-under-different-creative-commons-licenses-in-my-work
https://creativecommons.org/faq/#can-i-combine-material-under-different-creative-commons-licenses-in-my-work


Use a CC license on your work



CC conditions images by Creative Commons from 
https://creativecommons.org

https://creativecommons.org/choose/



CC Freedom image by Creative Commons, licensed under CC BY 4.0

Free culture licences ensure the freedom to:
• use and perform the work
• study the work and apply the information
• redistribute copies
• distribute derivative works

According to the Definition of Free Cultural Works 
(https://freedomdefined.org/Definition) adopted by the CC.

The Open Definition
“Open means anyone can freely access, use, modify, and 
share for any purpose (subject, at most, to requirements that 
preserve provenance and openness).” – Open Knowledge Foundation (OKFN)
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https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/freeworks/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
https://freedomdefined.org/Definition
https://opendefinition.org/


Bouglé. Le corps humain en grandeur naturelle: planches coloriées et 
superposées. 1899. Derivative by Joshua Chalifour 
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/historicalanatomies/bougle_home.html

1. Legal code
2. Common deed
3. Machine readable
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From Freedom Defined definition: https://freedomdefined.org/Definition
The freedom to use and perform the work: The licensee must be allowed to make any use, private or public, of the work. For kinds of works where it is relevant, this freedom should include all derived uses ("related rights") such as performing or interpreting the work. There must be no exception regarding, for example, political or religious considerations. 
The freedom to study the work and apply the information: The licensee must be allowed to examine the work and to use the knowledge gained from the work in any way. The license may not, for example, restrict "reverse engineering". 
The freedom to redistribute copies: Copies may be sold, swapped or given away for free, as part of a larger work, a collection, or independently. There must be no limit on the amount of information that can be copied. There must also not be any limit on who can copy the information or on where the information can be copied. 
The freedom to distribute derivative works: In order to give everyone the ability to improve upon a work, the license must not limit the freedom to distribute a modified version (or, for physical works, a work somehow derived from the original), regardless of the intent and purpose of such modifications. However, some restrictions may be applied to protect these essential freedoms or the attribution of authors

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/historicalanatomies/bougle_home.html


Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Public License
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

“By exercising the Licensed Rights (defined below), You 
accept and agree to be bound by the terms and conditions 
of this Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
Public License ("Public License"). To the extent this Public 
License may be interpreted as a contract, You are granted 
the Licensed Rights in consideration of Your acceptance of 
these terms and conditions, and the Licensor grants You 
such rights in consideration of benefits the Licensor 
receives from making the Licensed Material available 
under these terms and conditions.”
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Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Public License
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Creative Commons REL (Rights Expression Language)
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/CC_REL

<a rel="license" 
href="http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/"><img
alt="Creative Commons Licence" style="border-width:0" 
src="https://i.creativecommons.org/l/by/4.0/88x31.png" 
/></a><br />This work is licensed under a <a rel="license" 
href="http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/">Creativ
e Commons Attribution 4.0 International License</a>.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CC BY

https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/CC_REL


Scroll down for 
other languages
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How to attribute a CC-licensed work
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Remember: TASL

• Title
• Author
• Source
• Licence

This bibliography is a kind of attribution. Yet, it’s not 
quite the same as what is requested for CC works.

“There is no one right way; just make 
sure your attribution is reasonable 
and suited to the medium you're 
working with.” - Creative Commons

https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Best_practices_for_attribution
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Best_practices_for_attribution#Devil_in_the_details


Creative Commons REL (Rights Expression Language)
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/CC_REL

"Creative Commons 10th Birthday 
Celebration San Francisco" by tvol is 
licensed under CC BY 2.0

This work, "90fied", is a derivative of 
"Creative Commons 10th Birthday 
Celebration San Francisco" by tvol, used 
under CC BY. "90fied" is licensed under 
CC BY by [Your name here].
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https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/CC_REL
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sixteenmilesofstring/8256206923/in/set-72157632200936657
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sixteenmilesofstring/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sixteenmilesofstring/8256206923/in/set-72157632200936657
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sixteenmilesofstring/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Creative Commons, ‘Marking Your Work with a CC License’, CC Wiki
<https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Marking_your_work_with_a_CC_license> 
[accessed 25 September 2019].
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This work “Have some free culture meme” is a derivative of 
AlpacaFriends & Show Alpaca by Willitrun used under CC BY-NC 
2.0 and Super shmancy yogurt by Amit Gupta under CC BY-NC 
2.0. It is licensed under CC BY-NC by Joshua Chalifour
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/canreadme/11728407/in/photostream/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/superamit/2474196388/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://kapwi.ng/c/QMddhmgz


1. Go to www.kapwing.com/meme-maker
2. Click the Get Started button
3. Upload your three images
4. Add any text or other elements you’d like
5. Publish, then download the .gif file

6. Upload your file to http://bit.ly/2lRFhDo
7. Write a proper attribution for all of the images (Word file 
or plain text document) and upload to the same link.

We’ll discuss these together http://pc.cd/OGBrtalK

http://pc.cd/OGBrtalK
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